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drunkenness, unlimited concubinage and polygamy,

the destruction of female infants, reckless gambling,
extortionate usury superstitions, arts of divination
and magic. The abolition of some of these evil
customs,and the mitigation of others, was a great
advance in the morality of the Arabs, and is a
wonderful and honourable testemony to the zeal

and influence of the reformer."[49]
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"His achievements are not limited to one aspect of

life, but cover the whole field of human conditions.

if for instance, g}eatness consists purification of a
nation steeped in barbarism, immersed in absolute
moral darkness, that dynamic personality who has
transformed, refined and uplifted an entire nation, sunk
low as the Arabs were, and made them the torch -
bearers of civilization and learning has every claim to

that greatness.”  [79]
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[79] Bookiet: Muhammad the Prophet of Islam, by Prof . K. S. Ramakrishna
Rao. [HOD of philosophy, Govt. College for woman, Mysore, Karnatakal
P 18. pub. The Board of Islamic Publications, Delhi.
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It is strange that this Arab race, which for long ages

had lived a sleepy existance, apparently Cut off from what

was happening elsewhere, should suddenly wake up. and

show such tremendous energy as to startle and upset the

world. The story of the Arabs and how they spread rapidly

over Asia, Europe and Africa, and of the high culture and

civilization which they developed,is one of the wonders of
the world.[81]
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[81] Glimpsis of world History. p 142
Letter no 48 of May 21, 1932
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"The people were sunk in sperstition,cruelty

and vice. It was a common practice for the eldest
son to marry his farther's widows inherited as
preperty with the rest of the estate. Pride and
poverty had introduced among them, as it has
among the Hindus, the crime of female
infanticide. Their religion consisted in gross idolatry,
and their faith was rather the dark superstitious
dread of unseen beings, whose goodness they
saught to propitiate, and to avert their displaeasure,
than the belief in an overruling Providence. The life
to come and retribution of good and evil were, as
motivies of action, practically unknown.

Thirteen years before the Hegira Mecca lay
lifeless in this debased state. What a change those
thirteen years had now produced." [84].
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[84] The life of Muhammad, chap. VIl P.161pub. Voice of India N.Delthi 1992.
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"Besides general promiscuity in sexual relations.

they indulged habitually in incestuous connections.
Sons treated the widows of their fathers as their wives.
Wives in wedlock were not ashamed to receive
attentions from others, nay a married woman could
even boast of the number of lovers she had in the life
time of her husband."
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(88) The Ideal Prophet . ch .lli [Before Muhammad] P, 22, 5th
Edition 1972.
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"The Prospects of Arabia before the rise of

Mohammed were as unfavourable to religious reform
as they were to political union or national regeneration.
The foundation of Arab faith was a deep - rooted

idolatry, which for centuries had stood proof, with no

Febra S (M)t A2 2 (101)
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palpable symptom of decay, against everyattempt at

evangelisation from Egypt and Syria.[1*]
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"The first peculiarity, then; which attracts our
attention is the subdivision of the Arabs into innumerable
bodies, governed by the same code of honour and
morals, exhibitiong the same manners, speaking for the
most part the same language, but each independent of
the others; restless and often at war amongst
themselves; and even where united by blood or by
intrest, ever ready on some insignificant cause to
separate and give way to an implacable hostility. Thus at
the ara of Islam the retrospect of Arabian History exhibits,
as in the Kaleidoscope, an ever varying state of
combination and repuision, such as had hitherto
rendered abortive any attempt at a general union."[1**"]

[!*F] Life of Muhammad. Chap Il XCIV
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But Arabia was the darkest spot in that darkest

age of the world history. Drink, adultery and gambling

were Common. Murder, infanticide and robbery were

the pride of the Arabs."
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[1*A]  Forward to The Ideal Prophet page ix.
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